During a short tour through Venetia and Northern Italy, in the autumn of 1864, I took advantage of the opportunity afforded me to visit several of the more important lunatic asylums in the towns throughout which I passed. Such visitations I found extremely [DEC. interesting, inasmuch as they gave me what I believe to be a very fair notion of the condition and treatment of insane persons in that country.
The first asylum that I visited was the one at Turin, a large establishment within the city, containing both male and female patients. Looking from the asylum windows, on one side you find the houses of the city directly in front, and only separated from you by the breadth of the street and a narrow bit of ground within the asylum gates. From 
